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Tony Oursler’s “Bluerialisation With Head” (2007) incorporates video.

Tony Oursler
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Through March 24

Some artists are in love with their
materials; others are in perpetual
conflict. Tony Oursler’s struggle
with video is a primary characteris-
tic of his work, and it is interesting to
watch him interrogate his medium.

Is video flat or sculptural? Stupid
or smart? Tactile? Frigid? Mr. Our-
sler has entertained all of these pos-
sibilities in work ranging from sin-
gle-channel videos to images of faces
and bodies projected onto sculptural
surfaces.

Here video is conflated with paint-
ing. The monitors are embedded in
the surfaces of flat aluminum panels,
cut into forms mimicking paint or
liquid splatters and painted mono-
chromatically. They screen images
of eyes and mouths stretched digital-
ly into amoebalike shapes. Audio ac-
companying several works is so low
that you have to stand close to catch
an occasional muttered phrase. In an
adjacent room a series of drawings
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and collages explores the spectrum
in a vague, undirected way.

The important point about the pan-
els is that they reverse the tradition-
al subject-object relationship: paint-
ing is no longer a passive recipient of
the gaze but instead stares back at
and talks to the viewer, expressing
rudimentary emotions and desires.
Like much of Mr. Oursler’s oeuvre,
the work is ripe with psychoanalytic
references: Freud, Jacques Lacan,
D. W. Winnicott, Melanie Klein; the
principles of the uncanny, narcis-
sism, mirror stage, object relations
and so on.

Rather than unpacking this fur-
ther, however, Mr. Oursler retreats
into discoursing on the spectrum. It’s
a move that both feels like a non se-
quitur and underscores his uneasi-
ness with video, as if it were a part-
ner he can never quite trust, or con-
trol. MARTHA SCHWENDENER
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