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Born Blantyre, Malawi 1973 
Lives Johannesburg, South Africa 
 
 
EDUCATION  
 
1995 B.F.A., Rhodes University, Grahamstown, South Africa 
 
 
SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
 
2025 Billie Zangewa: Feeding Ground, Norval Foundation, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2024 Billie Zangewa: Field of Dreams, Frost Art Museum, Miami, FL 
2023 Field of Dreams, SITE Santa Fe, Santa Fe, NM 
 A Quiet Fire, Brighton CCA, Brighton, United Kingdom; John Hansard Gallery, Southampton, 

United Kingdom; Tramway, Glasgow, Scotland 
2022 Thread for a Web Begun, Harvey B. Gantt Center for African-American Arts + Culture, Charlotte, 

NC 
2021 Thread for a Web Begun, Museum of the African Diaspora, San Francisco, CA  

Flesh and Blood, Lehmann Maupin, Seoul, South Korea  
Running Water, Lehmann Maupin, London, United Kingdom  

2020 Wings of Change, Lehmann Maupin, New York, NY 
Soldier of Love, Galerie Daniel Templon, Paris, France 

2010  Black Line, Afronova Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2008 Stitch by Stitch, Afronova Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2007 Untitled, Afronova Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2005 Hot in the City, Gerard Sekoto Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 
 
 
SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
 
2025 Warp and Weft, The Sheperd, Detroit, MI 
2024 The Infinite Woman, Villa Carmignac (Foundation Carmignac), Porquerolles Island, France 

Acts of Creation: On Art and Motherhood, Arnolfini Gallery, Bristol, United Kingdom; Midlands 
Art Center, Birmingham, United Kingdom; Milennium Gallery, Sheffield, United Kingdom; 
Dundee Contemporary Arts, Dundee, United Kingdom 
Unravel: The Power and Politics of Textiles in Art, Barbican Centre, London, United Kingdom; 
Stedilijk Museum, Amsterdam, the Netherlands 
Threaded, Spelman College Museum of Fine Art, Atlanta, GA  
The Flesh of the Earth, Hauser & Wirth, New York, NY   

2023  Love Languages, Museum of Fine Arts Houston, Houston, TX 
ECHO. Wrapped in Memory, MoMu - Fashion Museum Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium 

             Narrative Threads: Fiber Art Today, Moody Center for the Arts, Rice University, Houston, TX  
2022 MANIFEST Yourself! (Queer) Feminist Manifestos since the Suffragettes, Künstlerhaus Bethanien, 

Berlin, Germany  
Put It This Way: (Re)Visions of the Hirshhorn Collection, Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture 
Garden, Washington, D.C.  
Reflections on Perception, Akron Art Museum, Akron, OH  

2021 Elles de A à Z, Musée des Beaux-Arts, La Locle, Switzerland  
Christian Dior: Designer of Dreams, Brooklyn Museum, New York, NY 



 

 

The Power of My Hands; Africa(s): Women Artists, Musée d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, 
Paris, France 
This Is Not Africa – Unlearn What You Have Learned, ARoS Aarhus Kunstmuseum,  
Aarhus, Denmark 
Portals, NEON Foundation, Athens, Greece 
and I will wear you in my heart of heart, FLAG Art Foundation, New York, NY 
Rituals of Resilience, Minneapolis Institute of Art, Minneapolis, MN  

2020 Global(e) Resistance, Centre Pompidou, Paris, France 
Alpha Crucis – Contemporary African Art, The Astrup Fearnley Museum of Modern Art,  
Oslo, Norway 
Media Networks, Tate Modern, London, United Kingdom 

2019 I Am … Contemporary Women Artists of Africa, Smithsonian National Museum of African Art, 
 Washington, D.C. 

Mating Birds Vol.2, KZNSA Gallery, Durban, South Africa 
2018 Soft Power, Transpalette, Bourges, France 

Second Life, MACAAL, Marrakech, Morocco 
Pulling at Threads, Norval Foundation, Cape Town, South Africa 
Making Africa, Albuquerque Museum, Albuquerque, NM; Blanton Museum of Art, Austin, TX  
Ladies by Ladies, Space Art Absolute, Paris, France 

2017 17, blank projects, Cape Town, South Africa 
Africa, Raccontare un Mondo, Padiglione de’Arte Contemporanea Milano, Milan, Italy 
Et Dieu Crèa la Femme, Maison Guerlain, Paris, France 
Essential Landscape, MACAAL, Marrakech, Morocco 
Making Africa, The High Museum of Art, Atlanta, GA 
Stedelijk BASE, Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Netherlands 
The Half-Life of Love, The Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art (MASS MoCA), North 

 Adams, MA 
Frans Masereel and Contemporary Art: Images of Resistance, Mu.ZEE, Ostend, Belgium 
Amongst Ourselves, CIAP, Hasselt, Belgium 
Lucy’s Iris, Centro Atlantico de Arte Moderno, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain 
Back to the Self, Marabouparken Konsthall, Sundbyberg, Sweden 

2016 Making Africa, Centre de Cultura Contemporania de Barcelona (CCCB), Barcelona, Spain; 
 Kunsthal Rotterdam, Rotterdam, Netherlands 

Lucy’s Iris, Museo de Arte Contemporáneo de Castilla y León (MUSAC), Leon, Spain; Musée 
 D’Art Contemporain Château De Rochechouart (MDAC), Rochechouart, France 

Africa forecast: Fashioning Africa, The Spelman College Museum of Fine Art, Atlanta, GA 
The Substance of Things Not Seen, JAG, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Women’s Work, Iziko National Gallery of South Africa, Cape Town, South Africa 

2015 A Constellation, The Studio Museum Harlem, New York, NY 
Body Talk, Wiels, Brussels, Belgium; Lunds Kunsthalle, Lunds, Sweden; The French Regional 

 Contemporary Art Collection of Lorraine, (Frac Lorraine), Metz, France 
Odysseys Africaines, The Brass, Brussels, Belgium 
Making Africa, The Vitra Design Museum, Rhein, Germany; Guggenheim Museum,  
Bilbao, Spain 
Africa, The Louisiana Museum of Modern Art, Humlebæk, Denmark 

2014 How Far How Near, Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Netherlands 
2013  My Joburg, Maison Rouge, Paris, France; Staatliche Kunstsammlungen, Dresden, Germany 

Hollandaise, Raw Material Company, Dakar, Senegal 
Africa Africa, Abbaye Saint Andre, Centre d’Arts Contemporain, Meymac, France 

2012 Progress of Love, Menil Collection, Houston, TX  
Hollandaise, Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam, Amsterdam, Netherlands 

2011 Kaddou Diggen, Galerie Le Manége, Dakar, Senegal 
Galerie Hussenot, Paris, France 
En Toute Innocence, Subtilités du Corps, Galerie Imane Farès, Paris, France 



 

 

2010 SPace, Museum Africa, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Arte Invisible, ARCO, Madrid, Spain 
Transformations, JAG, Johannesburg, South Africa 

2009 Anima Animal, Fondation Blachère, Apt, France 
Creativity Meets Science, Spier, Stellenbosch, South Africa 

2008  Re/Presentaciones: Ellas, Casa Africa, Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, Spain 
2007 Afronism, Afronova Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 

Social Fabric, Goodman Gallery, Cape Town, South Africa 
2006  Nie Meer, De Warande Kunsthalle, Turnhout, Belgium 

Dak’Art, Dakar Biennale, Dakar, Senegal 
2004 Aardklop Festival, Absa Top Ten, Potchefstroom, South Africa 
1999 Printwork, Rhodes University retrospective, Albany Museum, Grahamstown, South Africa 
1997 Artists in Botswana, National Gallery of Botswana, Gaborone, Botswana 
1996 Untitled, Gallery Anne, Gaborone, Botswana 
 
 
RESIDENCIES  
 
2018 Featured Artist, FNB Joburg Art Fair, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2009 Bronx Museum, New York, NY 
2006 Air Antwerpen, Antwerp Belgium at the Bak’art Bakar Biennale 
2005 Cite International Des Art, Paris, France 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
2023 Wimberly, Dexter. Billie Zangewa: Thread for a Web Begun. San Francisco: Museum of the 

African Diaspora (MoAD).  
2021 Høyersten, Erlend G, Maria Kappel Blegvad, Ibrahim Mahama, et al. This Is Not Africa – Unlearn 

What You Have Learned. Aarhus: ARoS Aarhus Kunstmuseum.  
Sousa, Suzana, and Odile Burluraux, eds. The Power of My Hands: Afrique(s): artistes femmes. 
Paris: Musée d'Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris.  

2019 Porter, Janelle, et al. Vitamin T: Threads and Textiles in Contemporary Art. London: Phaidon. 
 Labuscagne, Cobi. Explore!: Awesome South African Artists. Johannesburg: Jacana.  
2017 Roosens, Ilse, ed. Frans Masereel and Contemporary Art: Images of Resistance. Ostend: Mu.ZEE.  
2015 Kouoh, Koyo, ed. Body Talk: Feminism, Sexuality and the Body in the Work of Six African Artists. 

Brussels: WIELS and Motto Books. Dakar: RAW Material Company.  
Kallehauge, Mette Marie, and Michael Juul Holm, ed. Africa: Architecture, Culture and Identity. 
Humlebæk, Denmark: Louisiana Museum of Modern Art.  
Kries, Mateo, and Amelie Klein, eds. Making Africa: A Continent of Contemporary Design. Weil 
am Rhein: Vitra Design Museum.  
Hunt, Amanda, ed. A Constellation. New York: Studio Museum in Harlem.  

2014 Bouwhuis, Jelle, ed. HOW FAR HOW NEAR – The World in the Stedelijk. Amsterdam:  
Stedelijk Museum. 
Dickersbach, Safia, ed. Prötocollum 2014/15. Berlin: Dickersbach Kunstverlag. 

2013 Van Dyke, Kristina, and Bisi Silva, ed. The Progress of Love. New Haven: Yale University Press,  
Kouoh, Koyo, ed. Hollandaise: A Journey into an Iconic Fabric. Dakar: RAW Material Company.   
Brodie, Nechama, ed. My Joburg: Guide de la Scène Artistique. Lyon: Fage.  

2009 Jaccaud, Pierre. Billie Zangewa/Plasticienne. Montreuil: Les éditions de l’Oeil.  
2007 Vergon, Henri, Simon Njami, Sean O’Toole, et al. Afronova: Modern and Contemporary Art. 

Johannesburg: Afronova.  
2005 Zangewa, Billie. Hot in the City. Johannesburg: Afronova. 
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