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hen Swiss artist Heidi Bucher (1926~

93) was studying fashion at the Kunst-
gewerbeschule in Ziirich in the 1940s, one
of her first acts was to dip her clothes and
underwear in latex. Several decades later,
in the late 70s, she applied a similar touch
to architecture, casting latex impressions
of her parents’ bedroom, her grandparents’
house, a lunatic asylum, or simply her bed-
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room’s floor or radiator. Today, what remains
of these original gestures is a pearly, trans-
lucent skin that has desiccated and hard-
ened. With a number of solo exhibitions in
her name, the work of this soft-core Matta
Clark (and precursor to Rachel Whiteread)
is slowly being rediscovered, most recently
thanks to a show at the Swiss Institute in
New York. It’s Bucher’s first on American







